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o B NOW, EVERY ARCHITECLT, engineer, and
B deconstor—and anvone else even feiely
inderesten] in design—knows abos femg hul
Unformumnately, the ancient Taoist principle of w
wid has nof been ao licky, The bwe share Asian
rocts, B that s wivere the similarities end, While
feng shui is bused on the proper ondemng of all
things in life, wu wei i concemed with follcwwsing:
the sometimes chactic pasierns inherent in the
univise, As the Taoks sage Clhuang Tieu wroie,
Wik = (lieral v, 'nlm-ul:uu:.,;';' 5 '|'u_|;'|'-:'¢\.|_'||.w.
wandering.” Writer, educator, and Toois pricst
Tl Karclash goes a step furher, explaindng thag
wu wei is e expenence of going with the
gram, swimming witl b current” 5o, wihile fesmge
shusi has been emlang el by interior designens, wy
wel and i more Frocsfom philsoply, unsir-
prsingly, has not With no colfee-table books ar
home-improvement TV shows o s AAme,
wel Das penerlly ket ouiet, hiding it time
peacelully in Buddhiss BemnpHes aomss the gobe

Bue San Franciaoo—hassd dkesigner Roben
Holgate beleves its e for thar i Clernges <1
learrnedl abonm wan weed From my clienn and friend

Wil

Zen shui

he buddhist principle of wu we
frees up a san francisco home

Weendy Earl, a book publisher, wien she ssked
Mo ok chesign Ber boft,” Holgate explains. =To suan
the project, we spem several hours IrEnging
Uings, getting a feel for wha Wendy Bked, The
Ginse flew D™ Hie oontinees, *Afier e fimishsed,
s said, “What an amazing wu wei session.’ |
askerd what the term nweant, and she e
thot v wei s the process of firslingg il peerfec
plice for things—leing olveas goe where ey
Wi o e oin the workl | orealized thaa's e
approach ve wsisd mbtively =l my Life ®

ame e moment, Holgsie has mone con
sciody inconpeonied wu wel ineo evernvihing he
does. “When [ appeosch a projec, |1 iy tey sperud
o e with the chients—io Bl a fecling for
Wit brimgs them poy,” he =1y, “Lowing evervihing
i your Iiving environment is vieal, Onoe | la
feelirg for what Aows best for nw clients and what
heedpes saammosarsd them with loving ey, | s out
fex cresites @ lwane that encourages thal Fow*

In Earl's loft, for instance, Holgate oreared
sparces that would allow ant o be easily moved
when the mood seemed rgh. Since Earl’s an
collection is deeply personal—much of & is Iy

by andrew wagner

Friends—il was important o allow the amworks
Ix seithe intey the rooms where @ fel right amd
ol liave the space dioare where each picoe
nocded to be, Books are an integral pant of
Earls life, s0 rather ihan comtaining them in
restriclive cases, Holgee allowed them o fom 5
serene onel  ever-cl anging hill of kiow Jevidgw
Loeranie currently in favor sits on the mirfece,
then gently Ealls to the hostom of the pile 15 Eal's
st of mdned shilts, There ae no final reding
places for things in a home muichl by wag wed

This may soundd complex and even 3 hi
Intimicating so the uninitaied, bat Holgite sivs
that mandfesting wu wel in vour homee is really
sk abewn knowing vousrsell and inesting what
COHmMes inshinctively io vow. “Things drilt sowasd
the place with e bt pesissance, 18 st nae
wral,” says Holgie. “That's wu wel.”

But whaa abawn Femg shui—ibe  indis-
Ineriar-chessan
whesipners,”
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philesophies? “Ws great for some
Hidgrare says, “Hat I Fienction Fsmingey
mles. Since s0 mech n e i o
best o work with what vou have =
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